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Union today, whether it consists of Americans, Ger-
mans, British, sees a dwindling of its members, es-
pecially of its female members, before its time conies
to leave the Soviet capital. The girls and women who
remain in Russia temporarily find work in various
Soviet Institutions. Life in Moscow is international
and foreign stenographers, secretaries and translators
are very much in demand. Some become teachers in the
Soviet's Language Institutes. The study of modern
languages, especially of the English language, is very
popular in Moscow and American women are eagerly
sought as teachers.
Some of the women, who came to Moscow sight-see-
ing and remained to work, have managed to find half-
way decent accommodations. The majority, however,
live very much as the Russians do, which means with-
out the most elementary conveniences and privacy.
There are three million people in the Soviet capital and
it normally has room for less than half that number.
Like the Russians, the foreign women in Moscow are
compelled to crowd and double up. Some merely have
what is termed an "ugol," or corner of a room; that
is, they are permitted to place an extra cot in a room
already occupied by four or five persons and to spend
the night there. Taking a bath is an event. Their food
is of the poorest. They cook on small kerosene stoves.
Many of them go around half starved for weeks at a
time. At best their diet is monotonous and trying.
"Why do you persist in staying here in the face of